Determine the pollutants of concern

to be discharged, the location of the

discharge and if the activity results
in degradation.

Tier 1
Is the concentration of the
POC at or violating water
quality criteria?

No lowering or water quality
is allowed with respect to the
pollutant causing the
impairment.

WLA will provide Water
Quality Based Effluent
Limits.

Tier 2

(Default on all waters of the state)

Is the water classified as an
Outstanding lowa Water or
an Outstanding National
Resource Water?

Full Alternatives Analysis
Required
1. Is the discharge
Necessary?
2. Is the discharge Socially
& Economically Important?

Yes

Antidegradation
Tiers of Protection

Tier 2.5
Is the waterbody receiving
the discharge classified as
an Outstanding lowa Water?

Only Temporary and Limited
Degradation Allowed

Exception allowed when the
discharge would serve to
maintain or enhance the

value, quality or use.

Tier 3
Is the waterbody receiving
the discharge is classified as
an Outstanding National
Resource Water?

Only Temporary and Limited
Degradation Allowed

Permanent Discharge is
Prohibited




